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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 
ca Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CoO., Inc. 
162 N, Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 


“My Daily Contemplation’’ 

By Rev. Leo Pyzalski, C.SS.R. 
HIS precious little manual shows a practical way of convert- 
ing all the moments of our life and activity into prayer and 
contemplation — into pure love of God. It suggests the most 
proper ejaculations and affections, oral prayers and internal eleva- 
tions to God, so as to enable souls to converse almost incessantly 
with God in the spirit of tender, childlike love, in spite of daily 
occupations, troubles and distractions. — A true treasure, not 
only for souls consecrated to God, but for all faithful Christians 

who aspire to a true love of God. 


Prayer book size, 325 pages. Price: Single copies, $1.20; in quantities of 
6 or more, $1.00. (Available also in Polish.) ° 
Order From: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 


Church Fabrics 


Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Silk Damask Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 


All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
Immediate deliveries 


Thomas A. Blake 
“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 











Pabvernacle and Purgatory 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 














es 





- Premiums for September 


ae , gt 
Ti 





For new and renewal Subscriptions to 
Tabernacle and Purgatory. 


1 Subscription of 
Scheyern Cross — A precious little cross of metal, which 
has been touched to a relic of the True Cross. OR: — 
‘Neath St. Michael’s Shield — An inspiring booklet on 
devotion to St. Michael, whose feast occurs on Sept. 29. OR:— 
Verse Cards — Packet of attractive bookmarks with en- 
couraging verses and prayers. OR:— 
Holy Christ of the Agony — A touching print in sepia of 
Christ on the Cross. Bust, 16 x 21 inches. 
2 Subscriptions 
Guardian Angel Watching Child — Sepia picture. Full 
figures. 10x 18 inches. OR:— 
Picture of Pope Pius XII — A beautiful likeness of His 
Holiness, Pius XII, lithographed in colors, mounted on a con- 


trasting colored background. OR:— 
Golden Links — A complete vest-pocket size prayer book 
with an excellent choice of prayers, litanies and devotions. 
Small print. 347 pages. Cloth binding. 

3 Subscriptions 

Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children — An ideal prayer 
book for boys and girls. Suitable for beginners at school as 
well as for older children. Attractive colored binding, blue or 
rose. OR:— 

I Pray the Mass — A popular Sunday Missal, with section 
devoted to favorite prayers. Large clear type, in red and 
black. 448 pages. Black durable cover. 

4 Subscriptions 

Sacred Heart, Lover of Mankind — A beautiful sepia print 

of Our Savior. 17 x 24 inches. ; 
6 Sul inti 
Jesus, King of Love — A book on the love of the Sacred 


Heart and the astounding graces resulting from the Enthrone- 
ment. Written by Rev. Fr. Mateo. Red cloth binding. 





NOTE: Those who avail themselves of the reduced rate 
of 3 years for $2.00 are entitled only to one premium offered 
for 1 Subscription. Please mention choice of premium. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 














On September 15 we keep the feast of the Seven Dolors 
of Mary. Our Sorrowlul Mother is our sublime model in 


suffering. Let us ask of her the grace to bear our sorrows 


and sufferings patiently and in loving submission to the will 


of God. 
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Tabernacle and pide 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 


Vol. 40 September, 1944 No. 5 
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LTHOUGH the month of October is properly dedicated 
to the veneration of the holy angels, since the feast of 
the Guardian Angels occurs on the second of that month, 
pious custom in many places transfers this veneration 
to the month of September because of the universal dedi- 
cation of October to the holy Rosary. And this transfer 
is entirely in keeping with the spirit of the Church, since 
the feast of St. Michael the Archangel, the Prince of all 

the angelic hosts, occurs on the 29th of September. 

From the very earliest times, as we read in the book of Genesis, 
honor and veneration has been paid to the holy angels. And it is fitting 
that reverence and honor should be given’to these heavenly spirits, for 
such veneration does not in any way detract from the honor and worship 
due to God. On the contrary, it is especially dear to Him, for the 
angels are the beautiful work of His hands, and the wonderful instru- 
ments of His mercy and goodness towards mankind. So in paying 
honor to them we glorify God in His magnificent works. As pure 
spirits, the angels are transcendently sublime in their nature, beyond the 
power of tongue to tell; their greatness is so vast that no mind can 
comprehend it; their excellencies, more boundless and fathomless than 
the ocean. In praising them, therefore, we give a peculiar glory to the 
omnipotence and infinite wisdom of their Creator. 
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God has adorned the angels with exceeding beauty, far surpassing 
all the beauties of art or of nature. For the angels are like resplendent 
mirrors, each one reflecting in itself the infinite beauty of God. Their 
celestial brightness far surpasses the brightness of the sun. St. Anselm 
says that the brightness of one angel would eclipse the brightness of as 
many suns as there are stars in the firmament. 

Immense power has likewise been given by Almighty God to the 
holy angels. Hence in Holy Scripture they are often called the 
“powers” and the “hosts” of the Lord, “mighty in strength, executing 
His word” (Ps. cii. 20). A single angel is able to overcome the greatest 
army, as witnessed by the destruction of the hosts of Sennacherib 
(4 Kings, xix. 35), or to cause marvellous effects in a moment of time, 
such, for example, as hurricanes and earthquakes. Many examples 
could be quoted from Scripture in which angels have exercised their 
power to liberate captives from prison, to rescue victims from wild 
beasts or from the sword, to free persons from calumny, to heal the 
sick, and to cure the blind and lame. 

The angels are pure intelligences. Knowledge comes to them with- 
out labor, without delay, and without the least doubt or uncertainty ; 
they understand everything in its minutest detail. 

The first and highest office of the angels is to adore and enjoy God 
in heaven. Their faces are ever turned toward the Face of God. They 
burn with love for God and perpetually sing His praises, never failing 
in constancy and perfect fidelity to Him. From the nine choirs of 
angels, strains of music and song, ineffably sweet, thrilling and en- 
rapturing, unceasingly proclaim the praises of their Lord and Creator. 
But the angels also have offices connected with the welfare of mankind. 
They have often been sent as messengers from God to men, hence the 
name of “angel” which means “messenger.” They are also appointed 
by God as our guardians. Each one of us is accompanied through life 
by one of these glorious spirits. To each one of us apply the words of 
the Psalmist: “He hath given His angels charge over thee to keep thee 
in all thy ways” (Ps. xc. 11). The angels are commissioned likewise 
to watch over cities, nations and dioceses, over churches and religious 
institutions, and even over individual families. Theologians hold also 
that they preside over everything in the visible world, whether animate 
or inanimate. : 

The love which the angels bear to God extends to men also, and 
it is with indescribable love that the Guardian Angels watch over those 
confided to their care. They accompany their proteges wherever they 
go, watching over them day and night, without intermission. They 
are equally desirous of procuring the spiritual and temporal welfare 
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of their charges. The love of the Guardian Angel for the soul confided 
to him is greater than that of the most loving father or mother. It is 
unceasing; it is uniform, it never alters, never varies, even though the 
soul falls into sin and requites his angel’s care with base ingratitude. 

Our Guardian Angels are ever on the alert to point out to us the 
pitfalls of life and to guide us through dangers and difficulties. They 
acsist us in countless ways in temporal matters, securing for us in- 
numerable benefits and comforts, as is instanced in many passages of 
Scripture and in the lives of the saints. But their chief concern is the 
eternal happiness of our soul. To this end they help us constantly in 
our warfare with the enemies of our salvation. They prompt us to 
virtuous acts, to the reception of the sacraments, to prayer and to 
the meritorious fulfilling of our duties. 

The angels inspire apostolic men with boundless zeal to preach 
the Gospel, to call sinners to repentance and to go in search of the 
lost sheep. They render them assistance in their labors and trials, 
and procure for them special lights and consolations. In the life of 
St. Martial we read that twelve angels visibly assisted him in his 
apostolic labors. St. Dominic also was accompanied by angels who 
performed extraordinary services for him, such as lighting up his 
room, opening the door, and giving him eloquence to convert hardened 
sinners and win countless souls to God. St. Peter Faber likewise en- 
joyed the special help and protection of angels. 

Nor do the angels forsake their charges at the hour of death. They 
are present then in a special way to help in that last dreadful conflict, 
and accompany the departing soul to the judgment seat of God. They 
visit the suffering souls in purgatory and console them, or obtain 
relief for them by the prayers, Masses, alms and other good works 
which they inspire persons on earth to offer for them. 

It behooves us, then, to practice a tender and constant devotion 
to the holy angels, to imitate their fidelity to God and to copy in our 
own lives their humility, their innocence, their obedience and above 
all their angelic purity. Devotion to the angels will help us to merit 
a place with them in the glorious kingdom of heaven, where the Heart 
of Jesus ever gives out new glories and new joys to the blessed, where, 
like the angels, we shall gaze with rapture on the Face of God, the 
Source of all that is beautiful and the Center of everlasting joy. 


Angel of God, my guardian dear, 
To whom His love commits me here, 
Ever this day (night) be at my side 
To light and guard, to rule and guide. Amen. 


(Ind. of 300 days. ‘‘Preces et Pia Opera,’’ 415.) 
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Novena to the Holy Angels 
~O-- 

om N PREPARATION for the feast of the Guardian Angels 
on October 2, a novena in honor of the holy angels 
will be offered in our four Eucharistic Sanctuaries at 
Clyde, Missouri, Mundelein, Illinois, Tucson, Arizona 
and Kansas City, Missouri, from September 23 to Octo- 
ber 1. Those who wish may send in their petitions to 
be placed near the throne of exposition during the days of the novena 
and to be included in our novena devotions. 

May the holy angels be pleased to obtain for each one of our 
dear friends and readers abundant spiritual graces and material bless- 
ings to sustain bravely the warfare of earth and so attain the heavenly 
joys of God’s eternal kingdom. We especially commend to their 
protection the soldier boys who are in so great moral and physical 


danger. 








Our Blessed Mother’s Birthday 


(September 8) 


HEN God wished to redeem the human race, He ac- 
cumulated the whole ransom price in Mary. With 
what ardor ought we to honor Mary, in whom was 
deposited the fulness of all good! If there is for 
us any hope, any grace of salvation, let us not forget 
that it flows from her who, inundated with love, 
today comes into the world: a garden of delights, 
which the Holy Spirit ceaselessly penetrates with a 
heavenly breath that spreads everywhere the fragrance of aromatic 
spices, which is none other than the gifts of grace. Take the material 
sun out of the world and what will become of the day? Take away 
Mary, the Star of the Sea, and what will remain but darkness which 
envelops everything, a night of death, an icy gloom. Let us then honor 
Mary with all the fibers of our heart, with all the love of which our 
soul is capable, with all the ardor of our longing; for such is the will 
of Him who desired that we should receive all things through her! 
The most acceptable birthday gift we can present to Our Blessed 
Mother is to offer Holy Mass and Holy Communion in her honor, in 
thanksgiving to God for the sublime graces and privileges He bestowed 
on her at her birth and throughout her life, and for the immense glory 
with which He has rewarded her in heaven. 
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“Det the Little 
Children 
Come to WMe’’ 





S GRAVE diseases in the physical and natural order require great 

remedies for their cure, so too do the gnawing cankers and 
diseases of society need a remedy far-reaching in its effects if their 
removal is to be brought about. In these days when the powers of evil 
find unnumbered allies in crime-filled newspapers, obscene magazines, 
immodest fashions, suggestive cinemas and the countless forms of 
present day amusements, often questionable or fraught with grave 
moral danger, religion must wage a relentless warfare if youth is to 
be preserved from moral ruin. The state of modern society places 
before bishops, pastors, and above all, Christian parents, duties and 
decisions of a far-reaching significance. 

_ A living Catholic faith in our youth can only be preserved and 
made secure for the future when all natural and supernatural means 
at our command have been made use of without neglecting any. There- 
fore, Christian parents, you have a grave responsibility upon your 
shoulders. Your holiest and most precious possession, your children, 
is at stake. The religious training of your little ones, even the smallest, 
must be taken seriously. The foundation which the sacrament of bap- 
tism has laid in them must be built upon with great care and developed 
in their earliest years. You cannot be too solicitous that a truly Chris- 
tian spirit reign in your family and that your children preserve, their 
baptismal innocence and grow up in a truly religious atmosphere. Even 
the smallest should take part in the common family prayers. Fold 
their hands, pray with them when they lisp their first prayers, and pray 
often for them that the grace of God may be with you and work effica- 
ciously in them, for “Neither he who plants is anything, nor he who 
waters, but God who gives the growth” (1 Cor. iii. 7). Especially 
must you lead your little ones to the Savior in their earliest years. 
“Let the little children come to Me” (Mark x. 14). 

To you, Catholic parents, in co-operation with your pastor, is en- 
trusted the admittance of your children to their First Holy Communion. 
With this privilege you also assume a great responsibility. If you 
have been careful about the religious training of your children before 
this time, still more care must be employed now. You must lead your 
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children to our dear Lord from the very first dawn of reason. You 
must teach them the sublime truths of Faith. Tell them of the Most 
Holy Trinity, of our Savior Jesus Christ, His life, His bitter sufferings 
and Death, as well as the other sacred truths which are defined in the 
so-called six truths which we must know and believe. Take them some- 
times for a visit to the church, show them the tabernacle where Our 
Lord dwells, so that they may learn to love the place of His dwelling 
among us. This is the beginning of Eucharistic training, the prepara- 
tory teaching for their First Holy Communion. In thus leading the 
children to our Divine Savior through a Eucharistic training, and 
through early and frequent Communion, you give them the most im- 
portant and efficacious means to strengthen them against rising passions 
and temptations, which threaten them from within and without, and 
enable them to preserve their innocence despite the ever present dangers. 

Truly it is a dispensation of Divine Providence that in consequence 
of the decree on Holy Communion which Pope Pius X issued nearly 
forty years ago, you can lead your little ones to the Eucharistic Friend 
of children without hindrance so that He may bless them and take 
them under His special care. On His Heart and in His arms they are 
safe, for if He holds His protecting hand over them, what enemy can 
harm them? He Himself has said: “He who eats My Flesh and 
drinks My Blood has life everlasting” (John vi. 55). In the holy 
Sacrament of the Altar He has given Himself as a pledge of life for 
all who believe in Him, and for your children also, since they have 
special need of heavenly assistance. 

Not less familiar to you are the severe words which our Savior 
spoke regarding the Blessed Sacrament: “Unless you eat the Flesh of 
the Son of Man and drink His Blood, you shall not have life in you” 
(John vi. 54). Who would take upon himself the great responsibility 
of excluding from this Fountain of Life a child who knows Our Lord? 
In these words of our Savior, the reception of His Flesh and Blood are 
clearly shown to be a necessary means of salvation for all who have 
attained the'use of reason. Therefore, the Fourth Lateran Council, al- 
ready in the thirteenth century, and the Council of Trent in the six- 
teenth century, prescribed that all — even children when they have 
reached the age of reason — must receive Holy Communion at least 
once a year during the Easter time. Pope Pius X, in his decree on 
early Communion, newly enjoined the old regulations which were no 
longer kept in all places. 

It has not yet been firmly established whether it is advisable to 
admit all children to their First Holy Communion at the age of seven. 
The age when children attain to the use of reason and are able to dis- 
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criminate good from bad is generally considered to be about the 
seventh year; with some children, however, it is somewhat earlier 
and for some it is later. Therefore it is urged that parents, pastors 
and confessors encourage the admission of seven-year-olds to Holy 
Communion. It must be our earnest endeavor, in the years of dawning 
reason, in which evil seeks entrance into the heart of a child, to bar the 
way of sin by having Our Lord enter in time. 

There are still even good parents who think that children are not 
sufficiently instructed at that age. According to the decision of the 
Church for admission to first Holy Communion, it is sufficient that the 
children, according to their ability, understand the fundamental truths 
necessary for salvation and manifest a piety corresponding to their 
age. (Canon 854, Sect. 3 CJC.) And if these conditions are fulfilled, 
it would be unjust to keep children from the happiness of Holy 
Communion. 

Can we conceive of truly Catholic parents daring to refuse their 
consent when Our Lord has manifested His own ardent desire and the 
Church has passed so momentous a decision? Do not children have 
other advantages which richly supply for a limited understanding — 
greater purity of heart, straightforward simplicity and a greater readi- 
ness to believe? With what joy and interior feelings do they not 
receive the Flesh and Blood of Our Lord after careful preparation! 
Truly, what has been hid from the wise and prudent is revealed to the 
little ones. (Matt. xi. 25.) What blessings have been poured out by 
Our Lord in the simple hearts of children! What joy and sunshine 
they have brought into their homes on account of their happiness! 

Therefore, Catholic parents, “Do not hinder them!” (Mark x. 14.) 
. The children like to receive Our Lord. As pious mothers of old 
* brought their children to Him, so do you also take your children to 
the Divine Friend of children. The parental home is the first, the 
~ best and the God-given school for Holy Communion. Faithfully work 
hand in hand with the teachers and pastor. Continue the Eucharistic 
training after First Holy Communion. See that the children always 
prepare carefully for a devout and frequent reception of the Blessed 
Sacrament. Impress upon them the treasures of heavenly graces they 
receive from Holy Communion. Teach them how, as they grow older, 
they can converse more intimately with Our Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament. But do not expect too much of them. It is not necessary 
for children to say long prayers before and after Holy Communion. 
It suffices for them to converse in a childlike way with the Divine 
Friend of children without special formulas or effusive prayers. Our 
Lord wants them to assure Him of their love and fidelity in the sim- 
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plicity of their hearts. This is not difficult. Whenever it is possible, 
accompany your children to the Table of the Lord. 

That the Eucharistic life be implanted at a tender age in children 
is of great importance and especially so in the present difficult times. 
It strengthens and arms youthful souls against the dangers and storms 
which they are approaching. Parents must themselves implant a 
Eucharistic spirit in the hearts of their children, and not depend en- 
tirely on the instructions given in schools by religious teachers. The 
progressive working of irreligious influences places the family home 
in a battle against the present public educational system inimical to 
faith and productive of religious indifference. 

Catholic parents, you must be mindful of your great responsi- 
bility!’ You yourselves must be priest, teacher, and guardian angel 
to your children! Books, periodicals and papers which sow the poison 
of doubt and coldness towards the Faith must be kept away from your 
home. You must exercise great care in allowing your children to 
attend plays and moving pictures, or to listen to radio programs. 
Examine carefully the literature they read, as well as the pictures 
that come into their hands. Carefully watch over the company they 
keep and the influence which is exercised over them from the most 
unbidden sources. Train them to a firm religious character which 
will inspire them to perform their religious duties also when they are 
withdrawn from parental observation and come into closer contact with 
the forces of evil. Keep in close touch with your pastor. Speak to 
him about your problems and the dangers to which your children are 
exposed. Work hand in hand with him for the salvation and religious 
development of your children. Awaken and guard in them the senti- 
ments of love, respect and confidence towards the priest. 

Do not, however, become frightened when your responsibility is 
placed before you, or consider it too great a burden. With joy and 
love, with courage and confidence, assume your duties. The promise 
of Our Lord ever holds good: “Behold I am with you all days, even 
unto the consummation of the world” (Matt. xxviii. 20). The Divine 
Friend of children will make possible by His grace what secms im- 
possible to human strength. Recommend the little ones to Him every 
day in prayer. Take them to Him in early and frequent Communion. 
Grasp His helping hand by faithfully applying the supernatural means 
of grace which He offers through His Church. Then will He crown 
your work with His blessing and success. 


—— _—— —-- 








Our booklet: WHY NOT MAKE YOUR HOME IDEAL? gives 
helpful advice to parents in the training of their children. Price 10¢; 
reduction on 25 or more. 
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A Young Hero 
of the Cross 


0-0-3 
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O PERSONS who have no faith in the Gospel of Christ, any 

reference to the Cross is distasteful. It reminds them of death 
and suffering, of sacrifice and mortification, which must ever ac- 
company the true followers of Him who shed His Blood on the Holy 
Rood. But to sincere and fervent Christians the Cross is a symbol of 
eternal hope and salvation. Yes, with St. Paul, they “glory in the 
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ’’ (Introit of the Mass for the Feast of 
the Exaltation of the Cross). They can find nothing to compare to it 
in dignity, sublimity and unchanging worth. On it they base their 
faith and hope. From it they derive the strength and example to love 
even their enemies. They cling to the Cross. For them it spells light 
and wisdom, and assurance of victory over the trials and troubles that 
must necessarily arise for all ‘‘poor banished children of Eve.’’ They 
are eager and earnest disciples in the ‘‘School of the Cross.’’ Armed 
with the Cross, they remain steadfast in the ranks of Christ's soldiers, 
and at the battle’s end they are always triumphant victors. 

Such a soul was the young hero of the Cross, Stephen Kaszap. 
Stephen’s life dawned in Hungary, on the feast of the Annunciation, 
March 25, 1916, when the nations were plunged in the first World War. 
The events of Stephen’s life show that the joyful chants of the Church 
mingled with the groans of those in anguish at the time of his birth 
were in a manner a forecast of the joy and sorrow that were to mingle 
their notes in the symphony of his life. 

Stephen’s character was soon shown in his natural good humor, 
yet he was not free from hot-headed flare-ups of anger. Always oblig- 
ing and glad to be of service to others, he manifested a tender, filial 
devotion towards his parents and sincere compassion for the poor. At 
the age of nine, Stephen made his First Holy Communion and began 
earnestly to labor at his spiritual formation, especially to subdue his 
violent temper. At school he was at first only an average pupil, but 
as he grew older he worked so diligently that he became a brilliant 
student and the leader of his class. It was not ambition for leadership, 
however, that prompted him in his efforts, but rather the earnest desire 
to fulfil his duties in a God-pleasing manner. 

Thus the years passed quickly and the time came for Stephen to 
decide his vocation. He had always wished to be a priest, but at the 
moment of decision doubts and temptations pressed upon him. He 
found consolation in prayer in these painful moments of incertitude, 
and at length during a retreat recognized his Divine call to the Society 
of Jesus. From his entrance into the novitiate, Stephen set himself 
to fulfil his duties and religious exercises with great punctuality and 
exactitude, gathering all the strength of his soul to run with indomita- 
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ble enthusiasm towards the goal of perfection. A note in his journal 
bears witness to the complete surrender he made of himself: ‘All my 
life is a great and continual ‘Yes’ to the will of God.” 

The youthful novice sought with fervor occasions to practice mor- 
tification, looking upon this virtue as an efficacious means of sanctifica- 
tion, but he encountered many spiritual struggles in the way of abnega- 
tion which he set for himself. He found courage in the thought that 
Christ would strengthen him: ‘Christ and I; He and I, we two, with 
the Blessed Virgin, can do all things, can bear all things.’’ In his 
humility, however, he avoided all display, losing himself in the crowd 
through the reserve and discretion that marked his exterior bearing. 
His was an extraordinary soul that lived within itself. His zeal for 
humility triumphed over his natural inclination to anger and brought 
forth the fruit of meekness, a condition of soul which made religious 
obedience easy for him. 

Knowing that charity reigns supreme among the virtues, Stephen 
earnestly begged for it in prayer and struggled to obtain it by practice. 
His diary records the following resolution: ‘I cannot be satisfied until 
I love each one sincerely; and to this end I will say and think only 
good of others... I will shrink from no sacrifice for my brothers, and 
these sacrifices ought to be constant and not the result of a passing 
mood.”’ 

Thus Stephen Kaszap mounted step by step along the paths to God. 
And as God is wont to do with His saints, He stretched forth to 
Stephen the hand of prayer. It was suffering that taught Stephen how 
to pray. In suffering he drew near the enrapturing realities of the in- 
visible, supernatural world, and his soul was inflamed with love, in 
sadness as well as in joy, in desolation as well as in consolation. A 
companion writes: ‘In him three things were always together: interior 
silence, love and suffering.’’ The ardor of this interior life gave rise 
to the desire of martyrdom, and three times a day Stephen prayed for 
this grace, begging to be a martyr and a perfect victim of the Heart of 
Jesus. But by preference, Stephen’s prayers were devoted to the world- 
wide intentions of the Church and the Holy Father, to the hierarchy 
and religious superiors. Nor could his young patriotic heart forget his 
country and the various needs of the different ranks of society. His 
sympathy went out to the sick, the poor, the disabled and hopeless. 
As a valiant soldier of Christ he wished to be present through his 
prayers, fatigues and sufferings wherever there was a soul in distress, a 
grace to be implored or an expiation to be made. 

Stephen’s greatest desire was that he might be conformed to the 
will of God. It became his sole joy and happiness. To attain this, he 
proposed gratitude for pain and trials as the constant expression of his 
love for the Divine will. The Blessed Sacrament was for Stephen a 
secure refuge. ‘In my temptations and desolations, I will think that 
Jesus is praying for me and with me in the tabernacle,” he wrote. 
The thought of Jesus accompanied him throughout the day. 

A new epoch began in Stephen’s life from the time of a meditation 
made on some words of Our Lord to St. Margaret Mary. His love burst 
into a flame and he made an offering of himself as a victim of repara- 
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tion. “I offer my whole life to the Sacred Heart of Jesus in expiation 
of so many sins —- my own and those of all men.’”’ Jesus accepted his 
offering. Although in appearance Stephen was an athletic youth of 
robust constitution, a hidden disease had gradually been undermining 
his health and now manifested itself in various ways. Scarcely would 
one ailment seemingly yield to treatment than another more grievous 
would make its appearance, until, after repeated attacks of throat 
trouble, fevers, :pleurisy, and ulcers which covered his whole body, the 
young hero’s sufferings at length ended with his premature death on 
December 17, 1935, at the age of nineteen years, eight months and 
twenty-two days. 

Stephen bore every suffering, whether physical or mental, with 
dauntless courage and love. He had prepared himself for suffering by 
meditating upon it. He wrote in his notes: ‘‘We think beforehand of 
what we love; that is to say, the cross. Then suffering shall not come 
as a surprise.”’” Again: “I love to meditate on the Passion and Death 
of Jesus and I think beforehand of my own sufferings and desolation.” 
He realized the spiritual benefit of sickness and wrote: ‘‘A little illness 
is more salutary than ten or twenty years of good health.”’ On the 
feast of St. Joseph, March 19, 1935, he underwent an operation which 
brought him to death’s door. When Father Rector visited him 
later in the day, he confided to him: ‘Holy Communion has helped 
me a great deal today. It was that which made me so peaceful during 
the operation.’”’” Then he added: ‘How small a thing is our suffering 
and what great need the Church has of it! These thoughts eased my 
pain...’ The operation was very dangerous, six large incisions having 
been made, and his system, poisoned by the infection, offered so little 
resistance that the doctors gave little hope of recovery. When asked 
by the priest if anything worried him, Stephen answered: “My youth 
has been pure... The only thing I regret is not having begun daily 
Communion earlier.” . 

The dressing of his wounds was very painful and the doctors and 
nurses admired his heroic courage. He became by example and word 
an apostle in his ward, encouraging the patients in their sufferings, and 
bringing them to spend their time in prayer and good reading, and to 
be zealous in assisting at Mass and receiving the sacraments. 


At the approach of Holy Week, Stephen’s sufferings increased, but 
he looked upon them as blessings and called them “‘my treasures.”” He 
wrote to a friend: ‘My desire to share at Passiontide with all my 
strength in the sufferings of the Crucified has been heard in a wonder- 
ful way, for just in the last days of Holy Week I suffered the greatest 
pain, little as it was.’’ Elsewhere he wrote: ‘After Holy Communion, 
the Crucifix will be for me an inexhaustible source of strength. I will 
study it as the most precious book in the world; for the true Christian 
life is the way of the cross and martyrdom.” 

Having made considerable improvement, Stephen was at Anil 
able to return to the novitiate, but after a short season of respite. from 
physical pain, a new period of suffering began. This time it was of an 
interior nature. He wrote of this suffering: ‘Physical pain cannot be 
compared to it... I take with both hands the chalice of suffering 
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which Divine love gives me. I have a more and more ardent thirst for 
it.” But his malady was not cured, and on the feast of the Seven 
Dolors of Mary his body was again covered with ulcers. A month later 
he made his last retreat and offered himself to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus with these sublime words of love: ‘“‘To serve the Throne of Love, 
Your Sacred Heart, forgetting myself, renouncing myself — to serve 
with love and in suffering... that is the purpose of my life! My scheme 
of life!’’ 

Again a respite came, and Stephen hoped to resume his novitiate. 
But his hope was short-lived. The disease again assailed him with 
tragic violence and he had to be taken to the hospital, for an ulcer of 
the throat threatened to strangle him. He fought against suffocation 
all night, looking only at his Crucifix. At three in the morning he lost 
consciousness, and an opening was hurriedly made in his larynx and a 
silver tube inserted. When he recovered he traced on his bed-covering 
the word ‘“‘Priest,’’ but the attendant, not believing him in immediate 
danger of death, did not call the priest, even though he repeated his 
request. This refusal was to him the experience of the abandonment 
of Jesus on the Cross, but he accepted it with a great heart. At five 
o’clock the night nurse was relieved by another. Again Stephen wrote 
asking for a priest. The Sister left the room to call the chaplain, but 
when she returned with the priest, the patient had lost consciousness. 
The priest gave Stephen absolution and administered extreme unction. 
At ten minutes to six, he gave up his soul to God, his hands clasping 
his Crucifix, a true victim of love for the Sacred Heart, the ‘“‘Throne of 
Love,’’ to whom he had consecrated his life. His last words, written 
with great effort on a scrap of paper in the absence of the Sister, were a 
farewell to his parents: ‘‘Good-bye. We shall meet on high. Do not 
weep. It is my birthday in heaven.” 


Adapted from: ‘‘The Woodstock Letters,” 
Feb. 1942; Woodstock College Press 
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That it was indeed his birthday in heaven is the common opinion 
of those who were witness of his saintly life and death. The many 
remarkable cures and favors being obtained through Stephen’s inter- 
vention give rise to the hope that some day this young hero of the 
cross may be accorded the honor of public veneration as one of God’s 
saints. However, that rests with Holy Mother Church, and we must not 
anticipate her decrees. Stephen has shown the power of his prayer 
especially in obtaining numerous religious and priestly vocations. May 
his noble example of love in suffering spur us on to imitation in our 
hours of sickness and physical pain and of mental suffering, of which 
we all have our share in a greater or less degree. For this is the 
alchemy which will convert them into pure gold to purchase heaven, 
not only for our own selves but for many others who without the aid 
of our prayers and suffrages will never reach the shores of eternal 

blessedness. 
000 











Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 
Sena inant enaetl 
The Apostles’ Creed 


ARTICLE IX — The Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints 


I1f — The Communion of Saints 
Concluded 
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HE Communion of Saints is one of the most consoling doctrines of 
r the Church. It sets forth the significant fact that the individual 

Christian is not an isolated soldier of Christ, but that he is in- 
timately linked with the legion of all those who, under the leadership 
of Christ, have already won or are still striving to win the crown of 
eternal life. In the words of Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen: ‘“‘Never does the 
Christian stand alone. Beneficent influences from the past, like the 
sun from another world, are pouring out upon his soul; powerful 
streams of living waters from the Eternal are renewing his spiritual 
youth like the eagie’s; mysterious forces of invisible might, issuing 
forth from his fellow soldiers in the Militant Church, are magnetizing 
him into greater apostolic zeal for the cause of Christ. Everywhere 
there is communion, traffic, exchange of prayers, merits and sacri- 
flees...” 

What strength this should give us in the time of trial, what con- 
solation in the time of sorrow, and above all, what love for our fellow- 
men! This beautiful doctrine of the Communion of Saints elevates us 
above the humdrum of our earthly life and puts to confusion the selfish 
individualistic spirit which has injected itself into modern life. To 
quote further from Msgr. Sheen: ‘How it transports us out of the 
narrowness of nationalities, the boundaries of internationalism, the 
confining limits of space and the servitude of time, into an eternal king- 
dom which has neither past nor future, where Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob live with Peter, Joan of Are and the Little Flower, where the 
soldiers on earth breathe the same atmosphere of charity as the souls 
in heaven, where the same Blood pulsates through every cell of the 
great Mystical Body in heaven, on earth and in purgatory, because all 
are in Christ Jesus, our Head.” 
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Abbot Marmion, commenting on St. Paul’s teaching concerning 
the final glory of the Mystical Body of Christ, writes: ‘He tells us 
that on the day fixed by the Divine decrees, when the Mystical Body 
will have arrived ‘unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the age of 
the fulness of Christ,’ then will dawn the triumph which is to con- 
secrate forever the union of the Church with its Head. Associated 
until then so intimately with the life of Jesus, the Church, now com- 
pleted, will be glorified with Him. The resurrection triumphs over 
death, the last enemy to be overcome; then the elect, being all at last 
united under their Divine Head, Christ, He will present to His Father 
this society, no longer imperfect, nor militant in the midst of miseries, 
temptations and struggles; no longer suffering the fire of expiation, 
but henceforth transfigured and glorious in all its members. 

“What a grand sight it will be to see Jesus Christ offer to the 
Eternal Father these glorious and innumerable trophies, proclaiming 
the power of His grace, the kingdom won by His Blood, shining with 
purest splendor, fruit of the Divine life which flows full and inebriating 
in each of the saints!” (‘‘Christ, the Life of the Soul,’ ch. v.) 

How overwhelming should be our joy in repeating this article of 
the Creed:— “I believe in the Holy Catholic Church, the Communion 
of Saints!’’ Amid the trials and sorrows of this present life, it holds 
out to us the blessed hope that we, too, as members of the Church 
Triumphant, shall one day behold God face to face, in all His glory and 
majesty, and shall possess in the most intimate union of love Him 
whom we adored in the darkness of faith here on earth. But as long as 
we are exiles here below, our eternal destiny remains uncertain, for, as 
children of Adam, we all have that awful faculty of offending God and 
falling from His grace. May the example and the intercession of the 
saints in glory help us to conquer all difficulties and temptations that 
beset us in our journey to our heavenly home, that at the end of our 
pilgrimage we may share with them the joy of victory and unite in the 
ecstatic song of grateful praise which they sing unceasingly before the 
throne of God: “Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us for God with 
Thy Blood, out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation... To 
Him who sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb, blessing and honor 
and dominion, forever and ever’ (Apoc. v. 9, 13). 


No Salvation Outside the Church 


(Before leaving the subject of the Church, we believe a brief consideration 
of this all-important dogma of salvation will be useful and helpful to many to 
whom it offers difficulty because of lack of proper understanding.) 





It is a Catholic dogma that outside of the Church there is no sal- 
vation. On its face this is an astounding statement, but properly under- 
stood, it is, like all Divine truths, perfectly conformable to right reason 
and in complete accord with God’s goodness, mercy and justice. Be- 
cause of its misinterpretation, perhaps no other dogma has drawn down 
upon the Church such irate charges of intolerance or such bitter hatred 
as this one. Yet, serene in her assurance that this is an infallible 


Divine truth, she maintains it unflinchingly, for it is not her own teach- } 
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ing but that of her Divine Founder, who said to His Apostles: “He 
who believes and is baptized shall be saved; but he who does not believe 
shall be condemned” (Mark xvi. 16). By no means does the Church 
maintain thereby that only Catholics — that is, those who formally 
belong to the body of the Catholic Church — shall be saved, and that 
all Protestants, Jews, Mohammedans and pagans shall be condemned to 
eternal hell-fire. Nor does she maintain that all Catholics will be 
saved regardless of what kind of life they lead. What, then, is the 
true meaning of this dogma? 


As we have seen in our preceding articles on the Church, our 
Divine Lord commanded all men to be members of His Church, which 
is the one, holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church of Rome. If, then, by 
the command of Christ, all men are obliged to belong to that Church, 
under penalty of condemnation, it follows that anyone who knows in 
his heart that she is the true Church, yet voluntarily remains outside 
of her fold, cannot be saved. The Church is the true ark of salvation, 
and just as all who were outside of Noe’s ark perished in the waters 
of the deluge, so all who voluntarily remain outside of the Church of 
Christ will incur eternal damnation. What folly, then, for anyone to 
maintain that one church is as good as another! One might as well 
say that falsehood is as good as truth, or that counterfeit mroney is as 
good as genuine gold coin. 

In considering this dogma, we must remember, first of all, that 
the Catholic Church is not confined merely to those within her visible 
fold who call themselves Catholics; she reaches out to embrace all 
souls of good will who are justified at least by faith, penance, and the 
consequent infused grace of God. The only original source and true 
teacher of living faith is, by definition, the one Church of Christ. “Go 
into the whole world and preach the Gospel to every creature...’ 
(Mark xvi. 15). The Church can thus be said to be composed of two 
elements — a body and a soul, (though this manner of speaking is not 
strictly correct and is not approved by some theologians). Explicit and 
implicit membership might better describe these two elements. The 
body of the Church is described as embracing by explicit membership, 
all those who through baptism have been received into her fold, who 
have faithfully adhered to all her doctrines, who make use of her 
means of grace and submit to the authority of her supreme shepherd 
and pastors, and fulfil the obligations she imposes. The soul of the 
Church is described as embracing not only those united to her by ex- 
plicit membership, but also, by implicit membership, all those who 
through no fault of their own, are outside of the body of the 
Church, but who sincerely seek the truth, and, in genuine good faith 
and sanctifying grace, somehow acquired from the unrecognized chan- 
nels of the Chureh’s teaching activity, love and serve their Creator to 
the best of their ability, according to the light and graces given to them. 

“... God, our Savior,... wishes all men to be saved,” says Saint 
Paul, “and to come to the knowledge of the truth’ (1 Tim. ii. 4). But 
it is also the will of God that in order to come to this knowledge, men 
should seek it with an upright and sincere heart, labor diligently to 
find out the truth, and use every means in their power for that purpose. 
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However, those who through no fault of their own remain outside of 
the body of the Church will not on that account be lost, for the Church 
teaches that no one is lost save by his own free and wilful disobedience 
to God’s commands. God therefore will certainly not condemn anyone 
who through pardonable ignorance fails to embrace the true Faith. 
But if one has committed other sins — and every man is born with 
original sin — he must acquire that faith which conducts him at least 
to penance and the grace of God. He must thus somehow come in 
touch with what only the Church can teach. 

Let us take, for instance, a person who is born of Protestant par- 
ents, is baptized and reared as a Protestant and conscientiously lives 
up to the teachings of his church without ever having a grave doubt 
that he is in the right. If this person is sufficiently acquainted with the 
truths of faith to make acts of perfect love of God or of perfect con- 
trition, he will certainly be justified. Such a person, though outside 
the visible communion of the Church, belongs to the soul of the Church, 
and is really at heart a Catholic though he does not know it and would 
probably be horrified if he did know it, because of his false ideas of 
Catholicity. 

Again, let us consider the case of a pagan who has never heard 
of the one true Church, nor even the name of Christ. Through no 
fault of his own he is ignorant of Catholicism, but he faithfully follows 
the light of reason, lives in accordance with what he sincerely believes 
to be right, and does all 4n his power to lead a good and upright life. 
Can we believe that God, who is infinitely just and merciful, will con- 
demn such a person to eternal punishment? Certainly not. He will 
give to this soul sufficient light and help to enable it to make such 
acts of faith and love as are necessary to obtain salvation, and thus 
to be affiliated with the Church. St. Thomas Aquinas holds that God 
w.ll send an angel to a man ignorant of the Christian law but living 
up to his conscience, to instruct him in the Christian religion, rather 
then let him perish through inculpable ignorance. And our Divine 
Master Himself said: ‘And other sheep I have that are not of this fold. 
Them also I must bring, and they shall hear My voice, and there shall 
be one fold and one shepherd”’ (John x. 16). 

Because God wills all men to be saved, He will not deny His grace 
to anyone who strives to the best of his ability to live a good life. He 
will somehow give to him who is faithful to the natural law, additional 
light and help to make the necessary acts of faith and love and have 
the sincere will to do all that God has ordained for salvation, which 
constitutes baptism of desire and thus supplies for baptism of water 
where the latter cannot be administered. 

On this subject, Pope Pius IX wrote: ‘‘We must hold of faith that 
out of the Apostolic Roman Church there is no salvation; that she 
is the only ark of safety, and whosoever is not im her perishes in the 
deluge. We must also, on the other hand, recognize with certainty 
that those who are in invincible ignorance (ignorance which they 
have no means of dispelling) of our holy religion, are not guilty in 
the eyes of God. Everyone knows that those who are in invincible 
ignorance of our holy religion, but who carefully observe the precepts 
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of the natural law which God has engraved in the hearts of all men, 
and who in their willingness to obey God live an honest and upright 
life, can, by the help of Divine light and grace, attain life eternal; 
for God, who beholds, searches and knows the minds, the hearts, the 
thoughts and habits of all men, in His sovereign goodness and mercy 
will not permit anyone to suffer eternal punishment who is not guilty 
of a wilful transgression.” 

That there are many persons outside the body of the Church who 
would be willing to belong to her fold if they but knew her we 
may reasonably believe. But because of their distorted views of the 
Church they shun her as the pest and thus really never come to know 
her. As Msgr. Canon John Vaughn writes: ‘“‘Take the case of a child 
born of non-Catholic parents, brought up from the earliest infancy (as 
tens of thousands of children are) to believe that the ‘Church of Rome’ 
is the ‘Beast of Revelations,’ ‘drunk with the blood of the martyrs” 
and a veritable sink of iniquity. Suppose it is carefully trained to 
connect Catholicity with every species of crime and perfidy and horror 
and abomination, and grows up fully believing that Catholies worship 
images, and purchase permission to commit sin, and that they exalt 
the Blessed Virgin above God, and would (if only they had the power) 
imprison, torture and burn all those who differ from them, and so forth. 
May not such a child, even when he has grown to man’s estate, be 
excused if he hates the Church which he ought to-love, and which he 
probably would indeed love were he better acquainted with her?... 
A typical Protestant, or other non-Catholic, brought up in the traditions 
of his own sect, is not really acquainted with the true Catholic Church. 
He thinks he is, but such is by no means the case. We must be careful 
here to distinguish between two totally different things. The one 
is the divinely established Church, the Bride of Christ, the Pillar and 
ground of Truth, and the other is the grotesque, ill-formed, false and 
most repulsive caricature of the Church, drawn by her bitterest enemies. 


“Now, what is it that nine out of ten of our separated brethren 
abuse, denunciate and condemn? It is not the Church at all; no, it 
is but the distorted and hideous caricature of her — the creation 
of malice, of suspicion and of hate. The opposition of men such as 
these is directed, not against the true Church, with which they are not 
even distantly acquainted, but against that false and libellous mis- 
representation of the Church which they, through the force of mis- 
representation and tradition, take to be the Church... We can easily 
understand then how even some of our bitterest enemies may be in 
good faith, and may honestly come to persuade themselves that the 
Catholic Church has no claims upon them.” 

Inability to recognize the truth can alone excuse those outside the 
Church; and this really will excuse them, provided they are sincere 
and act according to their conscience, even though that conscience 
may be erroneous. It is requisite, however, that they be so disposed 
that if they knew the Catholic Church to be the true Church founded 


by Christ, they would readily enter her fold at any cost. 
To be continued 
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The Heroie Act of Charity for the Poor Souls 
S eeeta sat ae eee 

' L HE heroic act of charity consists in offering for the souls in purga- 

tory all one’s good works, together with those which may be offered 
in one’s behalf by others during life and after death. Pope Pius IX, 
in a decree of November 20, 1854, recommended the heroic act of 
charity to all the faithful, and granted to this act extraordinary indul- 
gence:. Anyone who has made the heroic act can gain a plenary indul- 
gence each time he receives Holy Communion, provided he prays one 
Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory be to the Father for the intentions of 
the Pope. A plenary indulgence may also be gained on Mondays by 
assisting at Mass for the poor souls and fulfilling the usual conditions. 
All indulgences thus gained will benefit the poor souls even though the 
intention was not made to gain an indulgence. Pius IX called the 
heroic act the greatest consolation of the poor souls. By means of it, 
a.l interior acts flow like a great, inexhaustible stream into purgatory. 
It may justly be said that the heroic act is the greatest work of mercy, 
the most salutary of all acts of charity. By the heroic act one does not 
bind oneself under pain of sin, but merely resolves earnestly to keep it. 

St. Gertrude the Great was accustomed to offer up all her good 
works for the poor souls each morning. When the hour of her death 
approached she became filled with alarm by the devil’s representation 
of her foolishness in giving away all her merits. But Our Lord ap- 
peared to her and said: “Why art thou so alarmed, My daughter? 
That thou mayest know how pleasing to Me was thy charity toward the 
suffering souls, I remit to thee the entire punishment that had been 
decreed for thee, and I will increase thy glory in heaven a hundred- 
fold.” Similar instances may be cited in the lives of other saints. 

St. Teresa of Jesus writes: “A priest, to whom I am much indebted 
and who was formerly Provincial of this place, departed this life. 
When I learned of his death, I grew very sad and concerned about his 
soul, though he had lived a pious and virtuous life. For, knowing the 
‘ dangers of a pastor’s life and its great responsibilities, and that he had 
passed twenty years in this vocation, I could not overcome my fear. 
I hastened, therefore, to beg Our Lord to accept in his favor all the 
good I had ever performed in my life, and to supply its deficiency 
from the superabundance of His own merits, and thus release the soul 
from purgatory. After I had thus earnestly prayed, it seemed to me 
that I saw at my right this soul rising from the depths of the earth 
and ascending to heaven with an expression of great joy. Although 
this priest had died at an advanced age, the apparition appeared to 
be that of a man of less than thirty years, with a radiant countenance. 
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The apparition lasted only a short time, but filled me with consolation, 
since I am fully convinced of its truth. I could no longer grieve over 
his death, as did many others who were also attached to him.” 
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The following formula may be used to make the heroic act for the poor 
souls: — O my God, in union with the merits of Jesus and Mary, I offer up to 
Thee for the poor souls in purgatory, all my works of satisfaction, as also those 
that may be offered up by others for me during my life, at my death, and after 
my death. Amen. 
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The Apostolate to Assist Dying Non-Catholics 
-0-0-0- 


assistance offered by Holy Mother Church in the last de- 
cisive struggle of death, when the soul prepares itself to 
stand before the dread tribunal of God to render an ac- 
count of its stewardship in life. Ever a solicitous mother, the Church 
accompanies her children through life, ministering to their needs in 
every varying circumstance that presents itself on their heavenward 
journey. But it is especially when they are nearing the end of that 
journey and are about to embark for that mysterious shore whence no 
traveler returns that she seems to redouble her loving care, for she 
knews that then their fate for all eternity hangs in the balance. 

She reserves for this hour a most powerful and consoling sacra- 
ment, designed to heal all the wounds and battle-scars the soul has 
received in life’s combat with its enemies, and to prepare it for im- 
mediate entrance into its true home, the celestial paradise. She fortifies 
the soul with the Bread of Life as a strengthening Viaticum for that 
last perilous journey, and by earnest prayers and supplications implores 
the mercy and clemency of God for this, her beloved child, about to 
appear before His judgment seat. Happy, indeed, the child of Holy 
Church who has clung faithfully to his mother’s guiding hand through 
life, or who, having turned away from her for a time, is received again 
into her bosom and is by her escorted safely through the valley of the 
shadow of death. 

But what of those countless souls who have never been received 
into the fold of the Catholic Church — who have never been regen- 
erated in the waters of baptism, or who have been reared in a faith at 
variance with the true Church of Christ and thus are not eligible to the 
consolation of her sacraments and her special aids for the dying? 
Shall such souls be left without help or consolation — forsaken at that 
crucial hour when their fate for all eternity is to be decided? Ah, no, 
for these souls, too, even without being aware of it, may be brought 
under the saving influence of the Church at that critical hour, and thus 
find a merciful judgment awaiting them in eternity. Like the repentant 
thief on the cross, they may, through proper acts of faith, hope, love 
and contrition, atone for past sins and negligences, and thus open to 
themselves the gates of paradise. But the serious question is: How 
may such souls be reached at that critical hour? For it is certain that 
most of them would reject anything that even suggested Catholicity, be- 
cause of an inherent prejudice against the Catholic Chureh. 
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A simple but most effective means of reaching such souls has been 
provided by the so-called “Apostolate to Assist Dying Non-Catholics” 
in the preparation of an attractive little prayer card, which contains in 
concise form all] the acts necessary to reconcile a soul with God and to 
obtain for it the grace of salvation. This prayer is effective even with 
those who hate all that they think the Church to be, for there is in its 
external appearance no suggestion of Catholicity, and thus they will 
usually accept it willingly. Through the use of this prayer card the 
Apostolate has, in the few years of its existence, helped thousands of 
non-Catholics and lapsed Catholics to die a happy death, because by it 
they were led to acknowledge the supreme dominion of God and the 
Divinity of Christ, to beg pardon for their sins and to implore Divine 
mercy. The prayer embodies an act of perfect love of God and of per- 
fect contrition, either of which constitutes the baptism of desire, which 
may supply for the baptism of water for those who do not know the 
necessity of baptism or for whom baptism of water is impossible. 


° 
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My Dailp Prayer 4 
I BELIEVE in one God. I believe that God rewards the good, 
and punishes the wicked. 
I BELIEVE that in God there are three Divine Persons —- God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. 
I BELIEVE that God the Son became Man, without ceasing to 
be God. I believe that He is my Lord and my Savior, the 
Redeemer of the human race, that He died on the Cross for 
the salvation of all men, that He died also for me. 
I BELIEVE, on God’s authority, everything that He has taught 
and revealed. 
O MY GOD, give me strong faith. O my God, help me to be- 
lieve with lively faith. 
O MY GOD, who art all-good and all-mercicul, I sincerely hope 
to be saved. Help me to do all that is necessary for my 
saivation. 


I HAV= committed many sins in my life, but now | turn away 
from them, and hate them. I am sorry, truly sorry for all of 
them, because I have offended Thee, my God, who art all-good, 
all-perfect, all-holy, all-merciful and kind, and who died on 
the Cross for me. 

I LOVE Thee, O my God, with a!l my heart. Please forgive 
me fcr having offended Thee. 


I PROMISE, O God, that with Thy help I will never offend 
Thee again. 





My God, have mercy on me, 





Sa -- enna 


( 
| 
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Glorious indeed is this work which has for its object so noble an 
end. It is deserving not only of the highest commendation but also of 
wholehearted co-operation, especially on the part of those who come in 
contact with or attend the sick and dying. 

The Apostolate to Assist the Dying Non-Catholic owes its origin 
to a zealous priest of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, the Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
R. J. Markham, who, inflamed with a desire to assist neglected souls at 
the hour of death, conceived the idea of preparing a card with the 
necessary acts for obtaining salvation. The idea of the Apostolate is 
to get this card into the hands of non-Catholics in any way that tactful 
zeal directs, with the suggestion that the prayer be said as fervently 
and as earnestly as possible. Patients who are very ill may be assisted 
by a nurse, a relative, or a friend — either Catholic or non-Catholic. 

If it is true that the devil is most active at the hour of death, it is 
also true that the Apostolate is ten times more potent than Satan at that 
time of greatest need, because of the prayers of priests, religious and 
laymen throughout the world who daily offer special prayers for all 
who are in the agony of death. These prayers for the dying (offered 
for all in their agony, whether Catholic or Protestant, pagan or Jew), 
form the soul of the Apostolate, and it is to this treasury that the work 
must look for its success and fruitfulness. For, without the grace of 
God, no spiritual work can succeed. It behooves us all, then, to be 
faithful in daily praying for the dying, especially now when so many 
are sacrificing their lives every day on the battlefields, and when so 
many victims of air raids and other catastrophes must appear before 
God’s judgment seat, often with only a moment’s warning. 

Those who wish to promote a work of true supernatural charity 
can assuredly do nothing more praiseworthy or meritorious than to 
assist in the work of this Apostolate. And be it said that it need not be 
confined only to dying non-Catholics, for the prayer may very suitably 
be placed also in the hands of those in health, to encourage them to 
place their soul in proper dispositions often during life and thus not 
only merit, but also prepare themselves for a happy death. 


NOTE: A brochure explaining the work of the Apostolate may be 
obtained from the Rt. Rev. R. J. Markham, Compton Road, Hartwell, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, or from the Sisters of Mercy, 1409 Freeman Avenue, 
Cincinnati, Ohio who are aiding him in the work. The English prayer 
cards are available in six different styles, and cost from 1¢ to 4¢ each. 
There is a special edition designed with the United States flag in colors 
for service men. In addition to English, the cards are available in 
Bohemian, Chinese, Croatian, Dutch, Finnish, French, German, Hun- 
garian, Italian, Japanese, Lithuanian, Norwegian, Polish, Portuguese, 
Russian, Slovak, Slovenian, Spanish and Braille. 
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Who Can Understand Sin?* 
IV 


M JT you will say, why do you speak thus? Have we not 
4 a horror of sin? Have we not the sweet confidence of 
never having been in this state of aversion towards 
God? This is true; and since your conscience bears 
you this inward testimony, return abundant thanks- 
giving to the Father ‘“‘Who hath delivered us from the 
power of darkness, and hath translated us into the 
kingdom of the Son of His love” (Col. i. 13), ‘“‘Who hath made us... 
partakers of the lot of the saints in light’ (Col. i. 12-15). Rejoice also 
in that Jesus “hath delivered us from the wrath to come” (1 Thessa. 
i. 10); for, says St. Paul, we are already ‘“‘saved by hope’’ (Rom. viii. 
24); we even now hold the pledge of eternal life. (Ibid. 1.) 

However, whilst waiting to hear the words of Jesus: ‘‘Come, ye 
blessed of My Father,’ resound in your ears — that happy sentence 
which will establish your dwelling in God forever — remember that you 
bear this Divine treasure of grace in fragile vessels. Our Lord Himself 
tells us to watch and pray for “the spirit indeed is willing, but the 
flesh is weak’’ (Matt. xxvi. 41). There are not only mortal falls; 
there is also — and I touch here on a very important point — the 
danger of venial sins. 

It is true that venial sins, even when repeated, do not of them- 
selves prevent radical and essential union with God; they, however, 
diminish the fervor of this union because they are the beginnings of 
aversion to God proceeding from taking pleasure in creatures, from 
the weakness of the will, and from relaxing in the intensity of our love 
for God. In this matter we must make a necessary distinction. There 
are certain venial faults which escape us by surprise, which often result 
from temperament, faults that we regret and seek to avoid; these are 
miseries which in nowise prevent the soul from attaining a high degree 
of Divine union; they are effaced by acts of charity, by a good Com- 
munion}+; moreover they keep us humble. 

But what must be greatly dreaded are venial faults which have 
become habits or are fully deliberate; they are a real peril for the 
soul; they are too often a step towards a complete severance from God. 
When a soul is in the habit of responding with a deliberate ‘“‘no’’ to 
God’s will (in a small matter, since it is a question of venial sins), it 
cannot expect to remain long united to God. Why so? Because these 
faults, committed with cool deliberation, pass to a state of habit un- 
striven against, without the soul’s feeling any remorse, and this neces- 
sarily results in diminution of supernatural docility, of watchfulness 








*From ‘‘Christ, the Life of the Soul,’’ by Dom Columba Marmion, 0.8.B. 


+‘‘It cannot be doubted that the Eucharist remits and forgives the slight sins 
which are usually called venial. All that the soul, led away by the ardor of con- 
cupiscence, has lost of the life of grace by committing slight faults, the sacrament 
restores by effacing these little faults... However, this applies only. to the sins for 
which the soul has no longer any attraction’’ (Council of Trent, ¢. xx. 1). 
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and strength to resist temptation.* Experience shows that from a suc- 
cession of wilful negligences in small things, we glide imperceptibly, 
but nearly always fatally, into grave faults. 

I will go even farther. Let us suppose a soul that sincerely seeks 
God in all things, that truly loves Him and yet happens, through weak- 
ness, to consent voluntarily to grievous sin. That does occur sometimes. 
In the world of souls, there are abysses of frailty. For this soul such 
a fall is an immense misfortune, for Divine union is severed; but this 
grave sin, being of a passing nature, is much less dangerous and above 
all less fatal for this soul than venial faults of habit or of full delibera- 
tion are for another. Why is this? The first soul is humbled, rises 
again, and finds in the remembrance of the sin it has committed an 
excellent motive to a more generous love and a greater faithfulness 
than ever. While, with the other, the venial faults frequently con- 
sented to without remorse, place it in a state in which the supernatural 
action of God is constantly being thwarted. Such a soul can in no 
way aspire to a high degree of union with God; on the contrary, the 
Divine action becomes ever weaker within it. The Holy Spirit is silent, 
and this soul will almost infallibly fall before long into more grievous 
sin. Doubtless, like the former, it will at once seek to enter again 
into God’s grace; but this is not so much from the love of God as from 
fear of punishment; then the remembrance of its sin will not be for it, 
as for the former, the point of departure for newly rising again towards 
God. As this soul has not within it any intensity of love, its super- 
natural life will continue to be mediocre, ever exposed to the least 
shaft of the enemy and to fresh falls. There is no certainty of salva- 
tion, still less of perfection for such a soul that constantly puts obstacles 
in the way of the Divine action and makes no serious effort to leave 
this state of tepidity. 

It might happen, through weakness, impulse, or surprise, that we 
fall into a grave sin; but never let us say by our deeds, if not by 
words: “Lord, I know that such a thing, however slight it may be in 
itself, displeases Thee; but I will do it.”” As soon as God asks anything 
of us, whatever it is, even if it should be our heart’s blood, we must 
say: “Yes, Lord, here Iam.” If not, we shall stand still in the way of 
Divine union, and to stand still is often to recede; it is nearly always 
to expose ourselves to grievous falls. 


Vv 


These habits of deliberate sin, even simply venial sin, are not 
formed all at once, but, as you know, only little by little. ‘Therefore, 
watch and pray,” as Our Lord says, “that you enter not into tempta- 
tion” (Matt. xxvi. 41), Temptation is inevitable. We are surrounded 
by enemies; the devil “goeth about seeking whom he may devour” 
(1 Pet. v. 8), the world envelops us with its corrupting seductions or 
with its spirit, so much opposed to the supernatural life. This is why 





*We do not say a diminution of grace itself; that would wrongly imply that 
grace would come to an end by disappearing with the ever increasing number of venial 
sins; but a diminution of the fervor of our charity. This diminution might however 
produce such supernatural torpor in the soul that it would be disarmed in presence of a 
grave temptation and b to the evil. 

















; 
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it is not in our power to avoid all temptation; it is often even in- 
dependent of our will. Certainly, it is a trial, a very painful one some- 
times, especially when accompanied by spiritual darkness. We are then 
inclined to call happy those only who are never tempted. But God, 
on the contrary, declares by the sacred scribe that those who endure 
temptation without exposing themselves to it are ‘‘blessed’’: ‘‘Blessed 
is the man who endures temptation’’ (James i. 12). Why is this? 
Because, says Our Lord, “‘when he hath been proved, he shall receive 
the crown of life.’’ Never let us be discouraged then on account of 
the frequency or extent of temptation; let us, of course, watch with the 
greatest care over the treasure of grace, and avoid dangerous occasions; 
but let us always keep full of confidence. Temptation, however violent 
and prolonged it may be, is not a sin; its turbid waters may ‘come in 
unto the soul’’ (Ps. Ixviii. 2): but we may be reassured as long as the 
fine point of the soul, which is the will, rises above them; it is this 
point alone which God regards. 

Moreover, St. Paul tells us, ‘‘God will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that which you are able; but will make also with temptation issue, 
that you may be able to bear it’’ (1 Cor. x. 3). The great Apostle is 
himself an example of this. He tells us that lest he should exalt him- 
self on account of his revelations, God placed what he called a thorn 
in his flesh, a figure of temptation; ‘“‘there was given me... an angel 
of Satan, to buffet me’’ (2 Cor. xii. 17). ‘‘Thrice,’’ he says, ‘“‘I besought 
the Lord, that it might depart from me. And He said to me: “My 
grace is sufficient for thee, for power is made perfect in infirmity’? — 
that is to say, in making it triumph by God’s grace. 


It is indeed Divine grace that helps us to surmount temptation, 
but we have to ask for it. “Et orate — And Pray!’’ In the prayer 
Christ taught us, He makes us beseech our Father in heaven ‘“‘lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.’’ Since Jesus has willed 
to place this prayer upon our lips, let us often repeat it whilst relying 
on the merits of our Savior’s Passion. 

Nothing is more efficacious against temptation than the remem- 
brance of the Cross of Jesus. What did Christ come to do here below 
if not to “destroy the works of the devil’? (1 John iii. 8.) And how 
has He destroyed them, how has He cast out the devil, as He Himself 
says, if not by His Death upon the Cross? During His mortal life, Our 
Lord cast out devils from the bodies of the possessed; He cast them 
out also from souls, when He forgave the sins of Magdalen, of the 
paralytic man and of so many others; but it is above all, as you know, 
by His blessed Passion that He overthrew the dominion of the devil. 
At the precise moment when, in bringing about the Death of Jesus at 
the hands of the Jews, the devil hoped to triumph forever, he himself 
received the deathblow. For Christ’s Death destroyed sin, and gave, 
as a right to all who are baptized, the grace of dying to sin. 


Let us then lean by faith upon the Cross of Christ Jesus, as our 
baptism gives us the right to do. The virtue of the Cross is not ex- 
hausted. In baptism we were marked with the seal of the Cross, we 
became members of Christ, enlightened by His light and partakers of 
His life and of the salvation He brings to us. Hence, united to Him, 
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whom shall we fear? The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom 
shall I fear? (Ps. xxvi. 1.) Let us say to ourselves: ‘He hath given 
His angels charge over thee to keep thee in all thy ways. In their 
hands they shall bear thee up lest thou dash thy foot against a stone... 
A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand, 
but it (the devil) shall not come nigh thee... Because he hoped in Me 
(says the Lord) I will deliver him; I will protect him because he hath 
known My Name. He shall cry to Me, and I will hear him. I will 
fill him with length of days, and I will show him My salvation” 
(Ps. xe. 11-12; 7; 14-16). 

Let us therefore beseech Christ to be our support in the struggle 
against the devil, against the world, the devil’s accomplice, and against 
the concupiscence that is within us. Like the Apostles, beaten about by 
the tempest, let us cry out to Him: “Lord, save us, we perish’’ (Matt. 
viii. 25), and putting forth His hand, Christ will save us. Like Christ, 
who willed to be tempted so as to set us an example and to merit for 
us the grace to resist — although, on account of His Divinity, this 
temptation was purely exterior — let us force Satan to withdraw, 
saying to him as soon as he presents himself: ‘“‘There is only one God, 
whom I adore and serve. On the day of my baptism I chose Christ, 
Him alone will I hear.’ 

With Christ Jesus, our Head, we shall overcome the powers of 
darkness. Christ is in us since our baptism, and, says St. John, “greater 
is He that is in you, than he that is in the world’’.(1 John iv. 4), that 
is to say, than Satan. The devil did not overcome Christ. “The 
prince of this world cometh and in Me he hath not anything’ (John 
xiv. 30), says Jesus. Hence he-will not be able to vanquish us or ever 
make us fall into sin, if, watchful over ourselves, we remain united to 
Jesus and rely upon His words and His merits. “But take courage, 
I have overcome the world” (John xvi. 33). A soul that strives to 
remain united to Christ by faith is above its passions, above the world 
and the devils; all may rise up within it and around it; Christ will 
hold it, by His Divine strength, above all assaults. 

Christ is called in the Apocalypse, ‘“‘the Lion of the tribe of Juda’”’ 
(Apoc. v. 5), and again it is said of Him: ‘“‘He went forth conquering, 
that He might conquer” (Ibid. vi. 2), because by His victory He has 
gained for His followers the power to conquer in their turn. That is 
why, after having reminded us that death, the fruit of sin, has been 
destroyed by Christ Jesus, who has brought us immortality, St. Paul 
exclaims: “‘Thanks be to God who has given us the victory (over the 
devil, the father of sin; victory over sin, the source of death; victory 
in fine, over death itself) through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 
xv. 56-57). 


Spiritual Vitamin for September 
O Heart of love, I place all my trust in Thee; for though I fcar all 
things from my weakness, I hope all things from Thy mercy. 
(Ind. of 300 days each time. ‘‘Preces et Pia Opera,’’ 201.) 
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Guided by the Cross 
seeleeelee 


HE following incident is related by a veteran of the first World 
War: “The first time I drove my truck down the Toul road, I 
was frankly scared. Not because of the shellfire which peppered 

that important road all night long — no, my fear was that somewhere 
I would take the wrong: turning with my load of supplies for the men 
in the front lines, and drive straight into the enemy’s lines. I had a 
map, of course, but I was never a very good map reader. 

“It was winter and the road was full of shell holes, ice hummocks 
and boggy stretches of mire. After ten miles of cautious driving with- 
out lights, I was sure I had lost my way. Just then I came to a cross- 
road. I knew that one of the forks led straight into No Man’s Land 
and thence into the enemy lines. The other would take me to my 
destination. But which was which? 

“T stopped the truck and saw, gleaming through the darkness, the 
shadow of a cross. There is a cross or a Crucifix at many crossroads 
in France. I went over, with my shaded flashlight. Perhaps beneath 
the Crucifix there would be a sign. There was. It showed me the 
right road — which was not the one I had been about to take! I 
uncovered my head and flashed my light up over the Crucifix itself. 
It was a beautiful carved image of Christ, a little masterpiece of rever- 
ential worship. Then my flashlight fell on the sentence above it. The 
words, in French, were: Traveler, hast thou ever seen so great a 
grief as Mine? 

“Never did a single sentence carve itself so deeply and vividly on 
my mind as that one. Off in the distance I could hear the roar of the 
big guns. Nearer at hand I saw the curving beauty of a couple of 
lights over No Man’s Land. There was a new peace and confidence in 
my heart when I climbed back into my truck and went along my way 
with my load of supplies. But to this day, whenever I think of the 
loneliness, suffering and heartbreak of war, I remember that night on 
the Toul road and the sentence carved above the French Crucifix.” 


OOOO 


It is not difficult to apply this incident to our own lives in an alle- 
gorical sense, and thus awaken suitable reflections for the feast of the 
Exaltation of the Cross (September 14). We are all traveling along a 
strange road toward the heavenly camp, where our Divine Captain and 
the army of angels and saints are awaiting us. The road is under 
constant “shellfire’’ of our spiritual enemies, who seek to destroy us 
and rob us of the treasure of our immortal soul. The way is narrow 
and full of pitfalls; we are ever in danger of losing our way and “going 
straight into the enemy’s lines’; and if we do not carefully follow our 
map — the commandments of God and His Church — we will not 
reach our destination. In the loneliness and sufferings and heartbreaks 
of life, the thought of Jesus Crucified will give us peace and confidence. 
And at the end of life’s battle, Jesus will crown us with victory and 
admit us to the ranks of triumphant soldiers in His heavenly kingdom. 














byittfe [sovers’ 


octeclortonm en 


EPTEMBER is the month when schools reopen. It brings 
with it a kind of restlessness, and you find yourself won- 
dering what the new school year holds in store, what 
the new teacher will be like and what the new books 
will teach you. It is a time when boys and girls should 
make resolutions to do their very best and to be faithful 
each day in preparing their lessons well. Yes, it is 
only those boys and girls who throw themselves heart 
and soul into their studies who merit success, and prove themselves 
true Knights and Handmaids of Jesus. 

Such a boy was Gerard Raymond, a young Canadian lad, who 
may well serve as a model for our Little Lovers. Gerard was a real 
schoolboy, a boy who dreamed of becoming a priest, and who lived 
like a Knight, trying to do his best in everything, fighting hard against 
his faults, and seeking ways of proving his love for God through 
sacrifices and sufferings. 

Gerard was born in Quebec on August 20, 1912. He was a lov- 
ing and obedient boy, always glad to do little services for his parents 
and looking for opportunities to perform some act of kindness for 
his sisters and brothers so as to give them joy. Though he loved his 
sisters very dearly, he liked to tease them, too, and often played in- 
nocent pranks on them. To show his affection for his parents, Gerard 
worked very hard at his studies so as to bring back excellent reports 
from school. But no matter how good the reports were, Gerard always 
tried to make them better. He said to himself: “I am able to get 
the first place, and it is my duty to do so, a duty to God, a duty to 
myself and a duty to my parents.” Gerard worked so faithfully at his 
lessons that he always brought home a number of prizes at the end 
of the school year. What a joy this was for his parents! It repaid 
them for all the sacrifices they had made for him. The pleasure that 
his success gave to his pavents was one of Gerard’s greatest joys. 
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There were times, though, when Gerard, like all little boys, did some- 
thing naughty and had to be corrected for it or punished. But he 
did not sulk or pout. He showed that he was really sorry by trying 
to do better afterwards. 

Gerard made his First Holy Communion when he was five and a 
half years old. Soon he began to play at being a priest and at saying 
Mass. But he did more than play that he was a priest. He prayed 
that he might become one. He looked forward to and longed for the 
day when he might become a Franciscan missionary and preach to the 
pagans in Africa or India and open heaven to the poor infidels. But 
until the time would come when his dream could be realized, Gerard 
tried to be a missionary by prayer and sacrifice. He made many 
sacrifices for the missions. He offered many little mortifications and 
he always did it with joy and with love. “With love above all,” he 
would say to himself. He tried to go to Holy Mass and to receive 
Holy Communion every day. Sometimes he found it very hard to get 
up in the morning, so he made a resolution to jump from his’ bed 
immediately when called, and he made real efforts to keep his resolu- 
tion. Some of his other resolutions were: never to complain of any- 
thing whatever; not to interrupt his studies to listen to others talking: 
not to look around in class; to wait to give an answer in class until 
the others had had a chance to give theirs; to visit the Blessed Sacra- 
ment every noon. 

When Lent came, Gerard resolved to make many sacrifices. These 
are some of the things he wrote in his notebook: “I will try never to 
miss Mass, and above all to attend it with devotion. I will increase 
the number of my visits to the Blessed Sacrament. An improvement 
shall take place in my school exercises. I will study my lessons better. 
I will do my very best to please Jesus by mortification.” 

Gerard wished to imitate the Little Flower of Jesus and to give 
his whole heart to God as she did. He read her life and resolved to 
put himself under her protection. He prayed to her to teach him how 
to love and suffer for Jesus, how to be humble and to do everything 
for Jesus. Often he would repeat: “O dear Therese, teach me to love 
Jesus. Help me to love Him.” 

Gerard was a grateful boy. He thanked his parents for every little 
gift or pleasure they gave him. He thanked God for the graces and 
talents He had given him and for all the success which he attained 
in school, which he said was due to God’s blessing. He thanked God 
for his joys and his sorrows and sufferings. 

During vacation time Gerard tried to be just as faithful in going 
to daily Mass and receiving the sacraments as during school days. 
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Each day he spent some time in praying and reading a good book. 
From the age of eleven he prayed the Rosary and the Stations of the 
Cross every day. 

In December, 1931, during the Christmas vacation, Gerard became 
sick and some time later was taken to a hospital. Here he edified 
everyone who saw him by his patience and cheerfulness. At first he 
tried to mortify himself by eating only the things that he liked less 
than others, but his nurse told him that he must eat everything. Gerard 
obeyed and from that time always emptied his plate. When the doctor 
told him that he must not tire himself by reading, Gerard would not 
even look at the things that were given to him to read. This was a 
great sacrifice because he loved to read. 

When Gerard was told that his illness was very serious, he showed 
that he was fully resigned to the will of God and ready to die. When 
he received the sacrament of extreme unction his face lit up with such 
joy that it seemed as if a feast was being celebrated. At length, on 
July 5, 1932, Gerard died peacefully, at the age of nineteen years. 


Dear Little Lovers, in the coming school year let Gerard Raymond 
be your model in his zeal .for study and in his sincere piety, which 
led him to be so fervent in prayer and in his devotion to Holy Mass 
and Holy Communion. He chose St. Therese of the Child Jesus as 
one of his special patrons. This dear saint is also in a special way 
the patron of the Little Lovers, so you could scarcely find a better 
model than Gerard, who lived a little over ten years ago. It would 
be well to write down some special resolutions for the coming school 
year, as Gerard did, and often to ask Our Lord, our Heavenly Mother, 
the Little Flower and your dear Guardian Angel to help you keep 
them faithfully. 


Practice: Write three resolutions for the coming school year. 
Keep them in your school book and often read them over so you will 
not forget them, and then whisper a little prayer for grace to keep them. 


Aspiration: All for Jesus! 


_l_Co“ aa an 
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Let the recurring Ember Days of Septem- 
ber be a reminder that every good Catholic 
is obliged to offer prayers and sacrifices for the 
purification of his own soul and in expiation of 
the common guilt of society. These days are 
set aside for the renewal of devotion and are 
also days on which the sacrament of Holy 
Orders is ordinarily conferred. On these days 
(September 20, 22 and 23) no Catholic should 
fail to pray for the young men to be ordained, 
for the sanctification of priests, and for voca- 
tions to the priesthood, 











Fountains of Salvation — Treats in general of the institution, effi- 
cacy and nature of the seven sacraments, 
and specifically discusses Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Orders. Various 
prayers. 10¢ 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace — Treats of the excellence 
and sublimity of prayer, 
its salutary effects, the merit of prayer, the manner of praying, and offers 
a short appreciation of the Our Father and the Hail Mary. 10¢ 


Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations —- A brief explanation of 
the value of ejaculatory 


prayers and of indulgences, together with an excellent collection of classified 
indulgenced prayers answering every need. 10¢ 











Guardian Angels are ever at our side to help 
us in our difficulties and assist us in overcoming 
temptations. Foster devotion to your holy angel “ide ft 
and also to the great Archangel Michael, whom we c\4 
honor this month. sds S 


Our Heavenly Companions — The existence of the angels proved 
from Scripture; the special offices of 
the angels; the services of the Guardian Angels to men; our duties toward 
our Guardian Angel; devotions and prayers in honor of the angels. 10¢ 


*Neath St. Michael’s Shield —— Devotion to St. Michael, most suit- 
able to our times; the offices of Saint 
Michael; the veneration of St. Michael; proper of the Mass, novena prayer, 
litany, angelic chaplet and other prayers in honor of St. Michael. 10¢ 












Reduction for quantities; postage extra. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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¥ EPTEMBER has four special feasts devoted 

Y to Our Blessed Lady. The first is that of 

her Nativity, celebrated on September 8. 

This feast should be dear to all of us because 

it is the birthday of our heavenly Mother. 

The second feast is that of the most holy 

Name of Mary, celebrated September 12. 

The third is the Feast of the Seven Sorrows, 

September 15, a feast on which we should offer compas- 

sion to our Sorrowful Mother. And finally, on September 

24, we commemorate the feast of Our Lady of Ransom, 
sometimes called Our Lady of Mercy. 

An excellent choice of booklets for reflective reading, 
devotional practices and novena prayers to honor our Blessed 
Mother on her feasts is offered in the following: — 

DEVOTION TO MARY — Explains the veneration of Mary 
and the efficacy of her intercession. Several pages devoted to the 
holy Name of Mary. Act of Consecration and other prayers. 10¢ 

THE MYSTERIES OF MARY — Will help the soul to 
enter by faith and love into an understanding of the mysteries of 
Mary's principal feasts. With the consideration of each feast is in- 
corporated a special practice which may be used in conjunction with 
the prayer given as a means of rendering the prayer more efficacious. 10¢ 

LITURGICAL NOVENAS and TRIDUUMS for All the 
Feasts of the BLESSED VIRGIN MARY — A series of novenas 
and triduums based on the Liturgy, offering an excellent means of 
preparing for Our Lady's numerous feasts; this booklet also briefly 
explains De Montfort's perfect consecration to Mary, and provides a 
splendid collection of prayers and pious exercises. 128 pages. 15¢ 

MARY’S SEVEN SORROWS — Touching meditations on 
the Seven Dolors of Our Lady, each being illustrated by a print of 
Janssens’ beautiful paintings of these subjects. Proper of the Mass 
of the Sorrowful Mother, and novena prayer. 10¢ 

DEVOTION TO THE MOTHER OF SORROWS — Devotion 
to the sorrows of Mary has ever been a favorite devotion among 
Catholics and has proved a source of grace and consolation for all. 
This booklet imbues the soul with tender compassion for the Sorrow- 
ful Mother and offers over twenty pages of prayers in her honor. 10¢ 


Reduction for quantities; postage extra. 
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